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103 CONSTITUTION OF OKLAHOMA

portation or transmission company, or by any
individual: Provided, That nothing herein
chall prevent the Legislature from extending
these provisions so as to exclude such free
transportations or franks from other persons.

St.1931, § 13598,
astruction.~Guthrie Gas Light, Fuel & Imp. Co. v.
:Bac:;'\'l of. Education, 64 Okl 137, 166 P, 123, L.R.A.1918D,
300; Oklahoma City v. Qklahoma Ry. Co., 20 Qkl. 1, 33 P.
&8, 1# LR A N.8., §5L o
- - Garriers _e=usm.

" g 14. .County‘ seats—Railroads to pass

through.—No railroad hereafter constructed in
this State shall pass within a distance of four
miles. of any county seat without passing
through the same and establishing and main-
taining a depot therein, unless prevented by
patural obstacles suech as streams, hills, or
mountains: Provided, Such town, or its citi-
zens, shall grant the right-of-way through its
limits and sufficient ground for ordinary depot
purposes. ) ; )

. $e.2931; § 13597. ”

+ Railroads $44.

.. CORPORATION COMIISSION

§ 15. Creation—Terms of office—Vacancies.
—A Corporation Commission is hereby created,
to be composed of three persons, who shall be
elected by the people at a general election for
State officers, and their terms of office shall be
six years: Provided, Corporation Commissicn-
ers first elected under this Constitution shall
hoid office as follows: One shall serve until
the second Monday in January, nineteen hun-
dred and nine; one until the second Monday in
January, nineteen hundred and eleven; and
one until the second Monday in January nine-
teen hundred and thirteen; their terms to be
decided by lot immediately after they shall
have qualified. In case of a vacancy in said
office, the Governor of the State shall fll such
vacancy by appointment until the next general
electinn, when a successor shall be elected to
ill out any unexpired term.

St1331, § 13598.

ed .rom Constitution of Virginiae. St. Louis-
Scfn%c A :

isco Ry. Co. v. Suate, 81 OkL 298, 198 P, 73,

Jurisdl¢ion.—~Corporation commission, created by state

Twean o Brivase mompanies. Gibsen v Bumere Gity TeL
& co es. Gibson v. Eimore e

Co., OkL, 411 P.2d 351,

Pudlie Jervice Commissions &=3, -

§ 16. Qualifications of commissioners.—The
qualifications of such commissioners shall be
ag follows: To be resident citizens of this
State for over two years next preceding the
election, and qualified voters under the Con-
stitution and laws, and not less than thirty
years of age; nor shall such commissioners, or
either of them, be, directly or indirectly, in-
terested in any railroad, street railway, traction
line, canal, steam boat, pipe line, car line, sleep-
ing car line, car association, express line, tele-
Phone or telegraph line, operated for hire, in
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this State, or out of it, or any stock, bond, mort-
gage, security, or earnings of any such rail-
road, street railway, traction line, canal, steam
boat, pipe line, car line, sleeping car line, car
association, express line, telephone or telegraph
line, compress or elevator companies; and if
such Commissioner shall voluntarily become 3o
interested, his office shall become vacant; and

if any Corporation Commissioner shall become

so interested otherwise than voluntarily, he
shall, within a reasonable time, divest himself
of such interest; and failing to do this, his of-
fice shall become vacant. Nor shall any such
commissioner hold any other office under the
government of the United States, or of this
State, or any other state government, and shall
not, while such Commissioner, engage in any oc-
cupation or business inconsistent with his du-
ties as such commissioner.

St.1931, § 13599, .

Construction.—Word '‘inconsistent’’ [ntended to prevent
commissioners from engaging in any occupation or busi-
ness which might ;=~vent them from being perfectly im-
partial and fair. Boud ¥. Pheipa, 200 QOikl. 70, 191 P.2d 938,

Where Corporation Commissioner becomes voluntarily
Interested In stock of pipeilne company operated for hire,
%&rae:rﬂco becomes vacant, tote ex rel. Blankenship v.

. Effective interference.—Stats ex rel. Blankenship v.
Freeman, Okl. 447 P.2d T82.
. Public Service Commisrions =3,

§ 17. Oath of office—Additional oath.—Be-
fore entering upon the duties of his office, each
of said commissioners shall take and subseribe
to the oath of office as prescribed in this Con-
stitution and shazll, in addition thereto, swear
that he is not, directly or indirectly, interested
in any railroad, street railway, traction line,
canal, steam boat, pipe line, car line, slesping
car line, car asscciation, express line, telephone
or telegraph line, nor in the bonds, stocks,
mortgages, securities, contract or earnings of
any railroad, street railway, traction line, canal,
steam boat, pipe line, car line, sleeping car
line, car association, express line, telephone or
telegraph line; and that he will, to the best of
his ability, faithfully and justly execute and
enforce the provisions of this Constitution, and
all the laws of this State concerning railroads,
street railways, traction lines, canals, steam
boats, pipe lines, car lines, sleeping car lines,
car associations, express lines, telephone and
telegraph lines, compress and elevator com-
panies, and all other corporations over which
said Commission has jurisdiction, which oath
shall be filed with the Secretary of State.

Se.1931, § 13600, =

Public Service Commizsions €=3.

§ 18. Powers and duties—Notice before tak-
ing action—Process for witnesses—Authority
of legislature—Municipal powers.—The Com-
mission shall have the power and authority and
be charged with the duty of supervising, regu-
lating and controlling all transportation and
transmission companies doing business in this
State, in all matters relating to the perform-
ance of their public duties and their charges

s P



Art.9 §18

therefor, and of correcting abuses and prevent-
ing unjust discrimination and extortion by such
companies; and to that end the Commission
shall, from time to time, prescribe and enforce
against such companies, in the manner herein-
after.authorized, such rates, charges, c_lasszﬁca-
tions of traffic, and rules and regulations, and
ghall require them to establish and maintain
all such public service, facilities, and conveni-
ences as may be reasonable and just, which said
rates, charges, classifications, rules, regula-
tions, and requirements, the Commission may,
from time to time, alter or amend. All rates,
charges, classifications, rules and regulations
adopted, or acted upon, by any such company,
inconsistent with those prescribed by the com-
mission, within the scope of its authority, shall
be unlawful and void. The commission shall
also have the right, at all times, to inspect the
books and papers of all transportation and
transmission companies doing business in this
State, and to require from such companies,
from time to time, special reports and state-
ments, under oath, concerning their business;
it shall keep itself fully informed of the physi-
cal condition of all the railroads of the State,
as to the manner in which they are operated,
with reference to the security and accommoda-
tion of the public, and shall, from time to time,
make and enforce such requirements, rules, and
regulations as may be necessary to prevent un-
just or unreasonable disecrimination and extor-
tion by any transportation or transmission
compapy in favor of, or against any person,
locality, community, connecting line, or kind of
traffic, in the matter of car service, train or
boat schedule, efficieney of transportation,
transmission, or otherwise, in connection with
the public duties of such company. Before the
Commission shall prescribe or fix any rate,
charge or classification of trafiic, and before
it shall make any order, rule, regulation, or
requirement directed against any one or more
companies by name, the company or companies
to be affected by such rate, charge, classifica-
tion. order, rule, regulation, or requirement,
shall first be given, by the Commission, at least
ten days’ notice of the time and place, when
and where the contemplated action in the prem-
ises will be considered and disposed of, and
shall be afforded a reasonable opportunity to
introduce evidence and to be heard thereon, to
the end that justice may be dome, and shall
have process to enforce the attendance of wit-
. messes; and before said Commission shall make
.or prescribe any general order, rule, regulation,
or requirement, not directed against any spe-
cifie comgany or companies by name, the con-
templated general order, rule, regulation, or re-
quirement shall first be published in substance,
not less than once a week, for four consecutive
weeks, in one or more of the newspapers of gen-
eral circulation published in the county in
which the Capitol of this State may be located,
together with the notice of the time and place,
1whe.n and where the Commission will hear any
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objections which may be urged by any person
interested, against the proposed order, rule,
regulation, or requirement; and every such
general order, rule, regulation, or requirement,
made by the Commission, shall be publigshed at
length, for the time and in the manner above
specified, before it shall go into effect, and shall
also, 8o long as it remains in force, be published
in each subsequent annual report of the com-
mission. The authority of the commission
(subject to review on appeal as hereinafter
provided) to prescribe rates, charges, and
classifications of traffic, for transportation and
transmission companies, shall, subject to reg-
ulation by law, be paramount; but its authority
to prescribe any other rules, regulations or re-
quirements for corporations or other persons
shall be subject to the superior authority of the
Legislature to legisiate thereon by general
laws: Provided, However, That nothing in this
section shall impair the rights "»hich have here-
tofore been, or may hereafter be, conferred by
law upon the authorities of any city, town or
county to prescribe rules, regulations, or rates
of charges to be observed by any public service
corporation in connection with any services
performed by it under 2 municipal or county
franchise granted by such city, town, or county,
so far as such services may be wholly within
the limits of the city, town, or county granting
the franchise. Upon the request of the parties
interested, it shall be the duty of the Commis-
sion, as far as possible, to effect, by mediation,
the adjustment of claims, and the settiement of
controversies, between transportation or trans-
mission companies and their patrons or em-
ployees.

Rural Telephone Cooperative Act

Laws 1953, p. 434, 18 OS. §§ 438.1
to 438.34, constituting the Rural Tele-
phone Co-operative Act, provides in sec-

. tiom 32, 18 OS. § 438.32, that: “It is
hereby expressly declared by the Legis-
lature that this entire Act and this sec-
tion is an amendment to, and aliera-
tion of, Section 18 through Section 34
inciusive, of Article IX of the Constitu-
tion of the State of Oklehoma, a8 auth-
orized by Section 35, Article I1X of seid
Constitution.” :

S$t.1981, § 1360L
Construction.—Procedure held not to deny due brocess
Okiahomsa

or denmy equal protection. Cotton Ginners’
Ass'n v. State, 174 Okl 243, §1 P.24 327.

Powers of commission. _Missouri-K -Texas R. Co.
v. State, 132 Okl 134, 76 P.2d 884; State of Oklahoma eX °:
rel Naturai Gas Corporation, U.g.

Willlams v, O oma.
C.C.A.OkL, 89 F.2d 416; Community Natural Gas Co. ¥.
on Commission of Oklahoma, 182 Okl 137, 78 P.2d

393;: Pannell v. Farmers Union Co=0p.
ing, 192 Okl 652, 11§ P.24 817; In rated Town of
Pitusburg v. Cochrane, 135 Okl 533, 135 P.24 534, -
Mmdatso:]v. Oklahoma-Arkansaa Tal. Co. v. South- ..
western ! Tel. Co., 143 Okl 76, 291 P. 1.
Rules of Corporadon Commission

tion and maintenance of electric lines and equipment and
be minimum require= .

of Oklahoma v, Eswitina,

Public convenience and necessity. Yellow Traoait Co

providing certain standards
ments only., Public Service

194 Okl, 272, 149 P.2d T83.

v. Stata, 198 Okl 229, 178 P.24 83,

~43=
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3095 OIL AND GAS

ment of all of the provisions of this Act. Laws

© 1935, p. 236, § 4

1 Sections §6-87 and 136=118 of this title.

. 2 Sections 34-135 of this title.
) Mines ond Xinerals €592,

"8 137. Powers of cities and towns not lim-
ited' or ‘restricted.—Nothing in this Act! is in-

. tended to limit or restrict the rights of cities

and towns governmental corporate powers to
prevent oil or gas drilling therein nor under its
police powers to provide its own rules and
regulations with reference to weil-spacing
units or drilling or production which they may
have at this time under the general laws of
the State of Oklahoma. Laws 1935, p. 236, § 5.
1 Sections 36=37 and 138138 of this title, ;

© §0.AL.RB. 788; Mines and Mineruls €=98.

. §.138. Partial invalidity, effect of.—If any
Section, paragraph, sentence or phrase of this
Act!® shajl be declared unconstitutional or void

" for any reason, by any court of final jurisdie-
. tion, such Decision shall not in any way in-

validate or affect any other Section, paragraph,

" semtencs or phrase of this Act, but the same
1l continue in full force and effect. Laws-

1935, p. 236, § 6.
1 Sections $5-37 and 138-133 of this title.

i ~ Statwtes €64(2).

§ 139. Pollution of waters—Deleterious
substances from gas and oil production—Reg-
ulations.—The Corporation Commission of Ok-

. lahoma, referred to in this Act as the “Com-

mission”, is hereby vested with jurisdiction,
power and authority, and it shall be its duty,
to make and enforce such rules, regulations

and orders governing and regulating the han-

dling, storage and disposition of salt water,
mineral brines, waste oil and other deleterious
substances produced from or obtained or used
In connection with the drilling, development,
producing, refining and processing of oil and
gas within the State of Oklahoma or operation
of oil or gas 'wells in this State as are reason-
able and nec:ssary for the purpose of prevent-
ing the pollution of the surface and subsurface
Waters in the State, and to otherwise carry out
the purpose of this Act. Laws 1955, p. 482,
§ 1, Laws 1965, c. 228, § 1. Emerg. eff. June

Saie .
ul P.zmg Appeal of Cummings and MoIntyre, Okl,

. Mines and Minerals §oz g2,

§ 140. Earthen storage ponds.—The Com-
‘mission shall not, by a general rule, regulation,
or order, prohibit the storage in earthen ponds
of the deleterious substances described in Sec-
Hon 1 of this Act,! but shall by general rule,
Tequlation, or order prescribe standards, con-
ditions, or limitations for the use of such ponds,
and shall by rule, regulation, or order prohibit
the storage of such substances in earthen ponds

areas, fields, or instances found to he re-
to prevent pollution. Laws 1953, p. 482,

g Okia Homa 51‘,4-744."5'&5/ 1947/

52 § 142

§ 2; Laws 1965, c. 228, § 2. Emerg. eff. June
16, 1965,

1 Section 139 of this title.

Mings and Minerals G=ss.2¢

§ 141. Powers of Commission—Issuance of
rules—Appeals.—In ail matters pertaining to
the making, issuing and ‘enforcement of its
rules, regulations or orders made pursuant to
the provisions of this Act! the Commission
shail have and exercise all the powers and au-
thority granted to it under, and to the extent
the same are reasonably applicable and except
as herein specifically provided shall comply
with the procedural requirements of Sections
81 to 136, Title 52, 0.5.1951, or any amendment
thereof, all to the same extent as if the pow-
ers and duties prescribed by this Act had been
included as a part of the powers and duties of
the Commission under said Sections 81 to 136,
Title 52, 0.5.1951. The Conservation Officer,
the Conservation Attornmey, and other agents
and employees of the Commission whose salary
and expenses are paid out of the Conservation
Fund shall perform such duties incident to
the administration and enforcement of this Act
and the rules, regulations and orders issued
pursuant thereto as the Commission may direct
The Attorney General on behalf of the State of
Oklahoma, the Division of Water Resources of
the Oklahoma Planning and Resources Board,
Soil Conservation District Boards, the State
Game and Fish Department of the State of
Oklahoma, and any municipality or other gov-
ernmental officer, agency, person, firm or corpo-
ration are expressly authorized to file applica-
tions with the Commission for rules, regula-
tions or orders authorized by this Act or for the

amendment or modification of any such rule,

regulation or order, or to otherwise appear in
any proceeding pending before the Commission
in respect thereto. Any persom, firm or corpo-
ration aggrieved by any rule, regulation or or-
der of the Commission made pursuant to this
Act may appeal therefrom to the Supreme Court
of the State of Oklahoma within the same time
and in the same manner as’is provided in said
Sections 81 to 136, Title 52, 0.S.1951, or any
amendment thereof, for the taking of appeals
from orders of the Commission made thereun-
der. Laws 1955, p. 482, § 3.

1 Sections 139145 of this titla.

Mines and Mingrals €292.1¢.

§ 142, Cooperation and assistance from oth-
er agencies.—The Oklahoma Water Resources
Board in pursuance of its duties with respect
to the waters of the State and the Department
of Wildlife Conservation of the State of Okla-
homa in pursuance of its duties with respect
to the game and aquatic life of the State are
authorized and it shall be their duty to assist
and cooperate with the Commission in the per-
formance of its duties under this Act by mak-
Ing 1nvestigations, gathering evidence and fil-
1ng reports or complaints with the Commission
concerning conditions with respect to the han-

o s-w....;m..!!v_. m-

vew @l Y JUY



52 § 142

dling, storage and disposition of the deleteri-
ous substances referred to in Section 1 of this
Act! and by making recommendations from time
to time to the Commission with respect to rules,
regulations, orders or other action that may be
required to carry out the purpose of this Act
Laws 1955, p. 482, § 4; Laws 1965, ¢. 228, § 3.
Emerg. eff. June 16, 1965.

1 Section 139 of this title.

Mings and Minerals &=92.15.

§ 143. Penalties.—Any person, firm or cor-
poration violating any rule, regulation or order
of the Commission authorized by this Act® shall
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor and upon
conviction may be punished by a fine not less
than One Hundred Dollars ($100.00) or exceed-
ing Two Hundred Fifty Dollars (3$250.00).
Each day such a violation continues shaill con-
gtitute a separate offense. Laws 1955, p. 483,

5

1 Sections 13%-145 of this title.
._mau'u‘ Minerols C=pg.22,

§ 144. Provisions supplementaj—Excep-
tions.—The provisions of this Act! shall not
repeal, but are supplemental to any and all
sther provisions of law having for their purpese
the prevention of the pollution of surface or
subsurface waters.in this State; provided, how-
ever, the provisions of this Act and any order
issued hereunder shall not be supplemental] to
Title 52, 0.8.1951, Section 287.1 through Section
287.15, and nothing in this Act shall affect the
operators’ civil or criminal responsibility, or
authorize the creation or perpetuation, or a
public or private nuisance, and nothing in this
Act shall prevent the Game and Fish Depart-
ment from policing and patrolling the lakes and
streams of Oklahoma, and enforcing the provi-
sions of Title 29, Section 409, 0.S.1951. Laws
1985, p. 482, § 6.

1 Sections 129-145 of this title.
Wazers and Water Coursey €247,

§ 145. Existing rights not abridged.—This
Act! shall be cumulative and no existing rights
of owners of property to file suits for damages
shall be abridged or limited hereby. Laws 1955,
p-483,§ 7.

"1 Sectlons 139-146 of this title.

Mines and Minerals &=121,

§ 146. Right of condemnation by eminent
domain to enforce commission orders.—The
Corporation Commission of Oklahoma is here-
by granted the right of condemnation by emi-
nent domain for the purpose of obtaining rights
of way when necessary to enforce orders is-

ued by the Corporation Commission, provided,
che right of condemnation hereby granted shail
be restricted to such pipeline right of way ease-
ment and shall not be construed to authorize
the. obtaining of any other rights for drilling
locations or other facilities, and the right of way
€asement obtained shall be without prejudice
to the rights of the owner of such lands or

OIL AND GAS 309¢

other rights or interests therein as to a]] other
uses thereof. Laws 1961, p. 433, § 1.
Emingnt Domain €17, X o

§ 147. Institution of condemnation Proceed.
ings by lessees.—Every person, firm or corpora.
tion operating an oil and gas mining lease ip
the State of Oklahoma, and having been direct.
ed by order or orders of the Corporaticn Com-
mission to dispose of water or other deleterions
substances therefrom, upon proper showing at
a hearing before the Corporation Commission,
that the necessary rights of way to dispose of
such water or other deleterious substances are
impossible to obtain by negotiation and pur-
chase, such person, fiz 1 or corporation shai] be
authorized to institute condemnation procsed.

- ings in the name of the Corporation Commis.

sion to obtain rights of way necessary to com.
ply with such order or orders of the Corporation
Commission. Laws 1961, p. 433, § 2.

Eminent Dowagin €=310(4).

' § 148. Court procedure.—The exercise of
the rights of eminent domain shall be in the
same manner and by like proceedings as pro-
vided for railroad corporations of this State,
and all costs, fees and awards shall be paid by
the person instituting such action, and title to
the rights of way easements shall be taken in
the name of such person. Laws 1961, p. 433, § 3.
Eminent Domain G104, . . .

. § 149. Conservation Division—Creation—
Personnel—Duties—Qualifications.—There is
hereby created within the Corporation Commis-
sion of Oklahoma, herein called “Commission”,
a Conservation Division, the duties and fune-
tions of which, subject to the supervision and
direction of the Commission, shall be to aid the
Commission in the administration and perform-
ance of the powers, duties and functions of the
Commission with respect to oil and gas conser-
vation and the prevention of pollution resulting
from oil and gas production, transportation,

and refining operations. The Conservation-
Division so created shall consist of the follow--

ing personnel:

(a) A Director of Conservation, who in addi-
tion to the duties and functions now or hereafter
prescribed for such officer im Title 52 of the
Oklahoma Statutes, shail have over-all respon-
sibility, sugervision and direction of the activi-
ties of the Conservation Division and the admin-
istration and enforcement of the rules, regula-
tions and orders of the Commission reiating to
oil and gas conservation and the preveation of
poilution. The Director of Conservation, before
he enters upon the performance of his duties,
shall give a bond to the State of Oklahoma in the
sum of Ten Thousand Dollars ($10,000.00) with
surety to be approved by the Commission, con-
ditioned that he will honestly and faithfuily
perform his duties and will pay to the state 1n
the manner prescribed by law all money which
comes into his hands by virtue of -such office.

The Director of Conservation shall be a gradu-
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ate of an accredited college or university with
a Bachelor of Science Degree in Petroleum
Engineering and shall have at least seven (M
years experience directly related to the produc-
“tion of oil and gas.

(b) Two duly licensed attorneys, one to be
designated as Conservation Attorney, and the
" other as Assistant Conservation Attorney,
whose duties and functions shall be to act as
legal advisors to and represent the Commission,
the Director of Conservation, and all other per-
sonnel of the Division of Conservation, in al]
matters and proceedings relating to the per-
formance of their duties and functions relating
to oil and gas conservation and the prevention
of pollution, ineluding lproceedings involving
the validity of, or to enforce the oruers, rules
and regulations of the Commission.

(¢) A Manager of Pollution Abatement,
whose duties and functions shall be to direct
and supervise the activities of the Conservation
. Division with respect to the prevention of poi-
lation. The Manager of Pollution Abatement
shall be a graduate of an accredited university
with a Bachelor of Sciencs Degree and shall
have at least five (3) years practical experi-
ence in the production of oil and gas.

(d) A Manager of Field Operations, whose
duties and functions, shall be to direct, super-
vise and coordinate the activities of the district

offices and the fieid activities of the Conserva-

tion Division with respect to both oil and

conservation and the cf:revention of pollution.
The Manager of Fiel Operations shall be a
graduate of an accredited college or university
with a Bachelor of Science Degree with at least
five (5) years practical experience in the pro-
duction of oil and gas, or in the alternative,
shall have at least seven (7) years experience
equivalent-to that of a district drilling or pro-
gg:_:mn Superintendent in the oil and gas in-

(e) A Manager of Office Administration,
whosg duties and functions shall be the admin-
tive manarement of the various offices of
the Conservat.;on Division including, but not
limited to, of7ice services and procedures, per-
sonnel admimstration, processing of expense
Statements, budget preparation and cost ac-
counting, procurement and use of supplies, files
and records, and other clerical services. The
ager of Office Administration shall be a
uate of an aceredited college or university
with a Bachelor Degree in Office or Business
Administration and at least three (3) years ex-
Perience in a Supervisory capacity in office
Management, or in the alternative, shall have
five (5) years experience in a supervisory ca-
in office management.

(f) A Supervisor of Data Processing, a Com-
Puter Programmer, a Machines Operator, and
ot to exceed five Key Punch Operators, whose
duties and functions shall be to plan and con-
duct the data processing activities of the Con-

: servation Division. The Supervisor of Data

OIL AND GAS
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' Processing shall be a graduate of an acbreditgd
college or university, with a Bachelor Degree in

Accounting, Business Administration, Mathe-
matics, or the Sciences and at least five (5)

. years practical experience in the utilization of

data processing equipment and data processing
work. The Computer Programmer shall be a
graduate of an accredited college or university,
with a Bachelor Degree in Accounting, Busi-
ness Administration, Ma.thematiqa, or the
Sciences and shall have had special training
and at least two (2) years experience in com-
puter programming, or shall be a highschool
graduate with at least five (5) years practical
experience in data processing work.

(g) One Senior Engineer and one Senior
Geologist, whose duties and functions shall be
to provide the Commission, the Direcf.or_of
Conservation, and the Conservation Dlviqzon
with engineering, geciogical and other technical
advice and assistance as needed with respect to
oil and gas conservation and the prevention of
pollution, including participation in hearings
before the Commission or Trial ners. The
Senior Engineer shall be a graduate of an ac-
credited college or university, with a Bachelor
of Science Degree in Petroleum Engineering,
and at least five (5) years experience as a Pe-
troleum Engineer. The Senior Geclogist shall
be a graduate of an accredited college or uni-
versity, with a Bachelor of Science Degree in

logy and shall have five (5) years practical
experience in Petroleum Geology.

(h) Not to exceed three Staff Engineers and
one Geologist to serve on the staff and as as-
sistants to the Senior Engineer. The Staff
Engineers and Geologists shall be graduates of
an accredited college or university, with Bache-
lor of Science Degrees in Engineering or Ge-
ology, as the case may be, and have a knowiedge
of petroleum engineering or zeclogy and its
application. . wooe !

(1) Not to exceed four District Managers,
whose duties and funections shall be to supervise
and direct the district offices and all field
actlvities of the Conservation Division, includ-
ing both oil and gas conservation and the pre-
vention of pollution in the respective distriets
to which they are assigned. A District Manager
shall be a graduate of an accredited college or
gniversity with a Bachelor of Science Degree in
Petrolenm Engineering and shall have five (5)
years practical erience in the production of
oil and gas or, in lieu of a college degree, shall
have ten (10) years experience in the produe-
tion of oil and gas, of which five (5) years ex-
perience shall be in a SUpervisory capacity
equivalent to that of a distriet drilling or pro-
duction foreman in the oil and gas industry,
.(J) Not to exceed four Distriet Office As-
sistants who under the direction and super-

form the administrative and clerica] functions
of the district offices including, but net Jime
ited to, the preparation and filing of reports,

-
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_keeping of files and records, dispatcher serv-

ice to the field supervisors, receipt of requests,
complaints and other communications from in-
dustry representatives, land owners or the gen-
eral public. A district office assistant shall
be a graduate of a high schooel or business col-
lege and shall have at least three (3) years
practical experience in office administration
and a general knowledge of oil and gas pro-
duction practices.

(k) Not to exceed thirty-two Field Super-
visors whose duties and functions, subject to
the direction and supervision of the District
Manager of the respective district to which
they are assigned, shall be to make inspections
and inve<tigations, witness tests, and general-
lv serve a. cnforcement officers and representa-
tives of the Commission in the administration
and enforcement of the rules, regulations and
orders of the Commission relating to both oil
and gas conservation and the prevention of
pollution. A Field Supervisor shall be a high
school graduate with at least three (3) years
experience in oil field production and drilling
operations in a supervisory capacity which
could include drilling foreman or production
.foreman, d i

(I) Not to exceed three officially designated
Trial Examiners who shall severally or joint-
Iy as the Commission may direct, hear cases
referred to them by the Commission for hear-
ing, and who shall then file with the Commis-
sion a report of the proceedings and their reec-
ommendations as to the disposition thereof.
The Commission is hereby authorized to refer
any and all cases as it seves fit to such Trial
Examiners for hearing, A Trial Examiner shall
be a graduate of an accredited college or uni-
versity with a Degree in Law, or Petrcleum
Engineering or Geolegy and at least five (5)
years of responsible experience in the practice
of the profession and knowledge of Qil and Gas
Law, Courtroom Procedure, the Technical As-
gcta of Oil and Gas Ogers.tions, and a thorough

owledge of State Statutes and Rules and
Regulations governing such operations. Not-
withstanding the limitation as to the number
of officially designated Trial Examiners, the
Commission is authorized in like manner to
refer any and all cases as it sees fit to other
employees of the Conmservation Division for
hearings.

(m) Not to exceed three Court Reporters
who shall make a record of the proceedings
and evidence at all hearings conducted before
the Commission, the Trial Examiners, or em-
ployees of the Conservation Division named to
act in the capacity of a Trial Examiner. A
Court Reporter must be a high school or busi-
ness college graduate and have at least three
(3) years experience in the use of shorthand,
2 stenotype machine and the typewriter and
be capable of accurately taking dictation at
A minimum speed of 200 words per minute

OIL AND GAS 3098

.{n) One Senior Statistician and net more
than nine Assistant Statisticians whose duties
and functions shall be the procurement, com.
pilation, analyzation of, and preparation of re-
ports and schedules containing statistics neg.
essary or desirable to the administration op
performance of the powers, duties and fupe.
tions of the Commission and of the Conserva.
tion Division with respect to oil and gas con.
servation and the prevention of pollution. The
Senior Statistician shall be a graduate of ap
‘accredited college or university with a Bachelor
Degree in Accounting, Business Administra.
tion, Mathematics or the Sciences and at least
two (2) years experience in the processing of
large volumes of data in respect to oil and gas
operations. An Assistant Statistician 3hall
have at least a high school education and an
aptitude and experience in working with the
-tabulation of numbers.

. (o) Not to exceed nine Secretaries who shall
be qualified to accurately take and transcribe
dictation and perform normal duties performes

" .by a Secretary; three Stenographer-Clerks who

shall be qualified to do typing, filing, handling
of mail, and the routine clerical duties of an
office; one File Clerk or Librarian who shall
be qualified to keep and maintain the central
files and records of the Division; and two Dup-
‘licating Machine Operators.

The employees of the Commission who at the
effective date of this Act are holding positions
or performing functions corresponding to those
herein prescribed but who do not have the
qualifications required by this Act for such
positions or funections shall not, for that res-
son, be disqualified to continue in such posi-
tions or to perform such functions, but at such
time as there is a vacancy in such position it
shall be filled by an employee having the quali-
fications herein prescribed. Laws 1967, c. 207,
§ 1. Emerg. eff. May 1, 1967.

Minss ond Minerals €=82.15.

§ 150. Employment of personnel—Grade

and salary.—The personnel provided for in Sec-
tion 1 of this Act! shall be employed by and
shall serve at the will of the Commission and
shall be graded and paid salaries as determined
by the Commission within the following mini-
mum and maximaom salary range for the posi-
tions 3o named: i

Anngal Salary Range

Position Minimum Maximum
Director of Conservation $9,300 $16,000
Conservation Attorney 9,900 16,000
Asst. Conservation

Attorney 8,500 11,500
Manager of Pollution :

Abatement 8,100 12,000
Manager of Field

Operations 7,500 12,000
Manager of Office

Adminijstration 7,500 12,000
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Annual Salary Range
Position Minimum JMaximum
Superviser of Data
Processing $ 8,500 $11,500
. Computer Programmer 6,000 8,400
Machine. Operators 3,900 6,000
Keypunch Operators 3,600 5,100
Senior Engineer 7,200 12,000
Senior Geologist 7,200 12,000
Staff Engineers and
Geologists 6,600 10,000
District Managers 8,000 11,000
District Office Assistants 4,800 6,600
Field Supervisors 4800 - 17,500
Trial Examiners 8,500 13,000
Court Reporters 6,600 8,400
Senior Statistician 5,900 7,500
Statisticians 4,200 5,580
Secretaries 4,000 5,580
Stenographer Clerk 3,600 4,680
File Clerk or Librarian 4,000 6,000
Duplicating Machine :
perators 3,600 4,680

Laws 1967, c. 207, § 2. Emerg. eff. May 1, 1967.
}Sncdn 149 qt this title.

§ 151. Consolidation of positions, duties and
functions.—~Notwithstanding the designation of
positions, job qualifications, duties and funec-
tions, and salary scales provided for in Sec-
tions 1 and 2 of this Act,! the Commission may
employ a lesser number of employees deter-
mined by it to be sufficient and proper to per-
form the duties and functions of the Conserva-
tion Division and may consolidate, reassign, or
add to the duties and functions of the differ-
emt positions provided the employees to whom
the different duties and functions are assigned
meet the job qualifications for the duties so
assipmed to such employee. Where there is a
consolidation of positions and of duties and
functions, the salary of the employee perform-
ing the multiyle assignment of duties and funec-
tions shail »e fixed by the Commission at an
amount between the minimum of the lowest
paid classification and the maximum of the
highest paid classification for the position and
duties and functions thus consolidated. Laws
1967, c. 207, § 3. Emerg, eff May 1, 1967.

1 Sections 149 and 150 of this title.

§ 152 Salaries, costs and expenses—Pay-
ment.—Subject to the traveling and subsistence
limitations applicabie to state employees gen-
erally, and to the extent approved by the Com-
mission, employees of the Conservation Divi-
sion shall be paid all necessary traveling and
subsistence expenses incurred in the perform-
ance of their duties and functions under this
Act. The Commission is further authorized to
ineur such other costs and expenses for equip-
ment, facilities, supplies, services and other op-
erating costs as determined by the Commission
ta be reasonably necessary and proper for the

52 § 201

functioning of the Conservation Division and
the administration and enforcement by the
Commission of its powers, duties and fune-
tions with respect to oil and gas conservation
and the prevention of pollution. All salaries
and authorized expenses of the employees of
the Conservation Division and all other au-
thorized cost and expense incurred for or
on account of the Conservation Division or
for the administration and enforcement by the
Commission of its powers, duties and fune-
tions with respect to oil and gas conservation
and the prevention of pollution, shall be paid
out of the Conservation Fund and no part there-
of shall be paid out of the General Revenue
Fund of the State; except, the salaries of the
members >f the Corporation Commission shall
be paid fifty per cent (50% ) from the Conserva-
tion Fund and fifty per cent (50%) from the
General Revenue Fund and the salaries of gen-
eral administrative employees of the Commis-
sion who perform services in relation to both
the Conservation Division and other Divisions
of the Commission, shall be apportioned be-
tween the Conservation Fund and the General

Revenue Fund in the proportion that the serv- .

ices rendered the Conservation Division bear
to services rendered other Divisions of the Com-
misaion, a3 determined by the Commission. The
whole of the Conservation Fund is hereby ap-
propriated for the payment of the salaries, cost
and expense authorized by this Section or other
provisions of law to be paid therefrom. Laws.
1967, c. 207, § 4. Emerg. eff. May 1, 1967.

§ 153. Persons having authority of peace
officers.—The Director of Conservation, the
Manager of Field Operations, the District Man-

agers, and Field Supervisors shall each pos- .

sess all of the authority of a2 peace officer
with the right to bear firearms, make investi-
gations, serve orders, subpoenas or notices is-
sued by the Commission or the Conservation
Division, and to enter upon any oil or gas lease
or property where necessary in the perform-
ance of their duties.” Laws 1967, c. 207, § 5.
Emerg. eff. May 1, 1967.

INTERSTATE COMPACTS

§ 201. Compacts with other states author-
bjectives—Fact finding agency—Uni-
form conservation and tax laws.—The Gover-
nor, or such Representative as he may appoint,
is authorized to meet with Representatives of
the Governors of other petroleum-producing
states, and of the United States, for the pur-
pose of agreeing upon a compact among such
States effecting the following objectives:

(a). Establishment of a joint state and fed-
eral fact finding agency to consist of one
Representative appointed by the Governor of
each compacting state, and one Representative
of the United States as Congress.or the Presi-
dent shall direet. Said agency shall make pe-
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ducer ratably. It shall be unlawful for any
such common purchaser to discriminate be-
tween like grades and pressures of natural gas,
or in favor of its own production, or of pro-
duction in which it may be directly or indirect-
ly interested, either in whole or in part, but
for the purpose of prorating the natural gas

-to be marketed, such production shall be treat-

ed in like manner as that of any other pro-
ducer or person, and shall be taken only in
the ratabie proportion that such production
bears to the total production available for
marketing. The Corporation Commission shall
have authority to make regulations for the de-
livery, metering and equitable purchasing and
taking of all such gas and shall have author-
ity to relieve any such common purchaser,
after due notice and heariz~, from the duty
of purchasing gas of an inferior quality or
grade. Laws 1915, c. 197, § 5.

, ©.8.1921, § 7924; St.1831, § 1133T.

Vaildity.—This section and section 239 of this title are
not invalld as violative of either dus process or equal
tection provisiona of the Fourteenth Amendment or
latise of federal Consutution, U.5.C.A.Conat.

are. 1, § 4, ci. 3;: Amend. l4. Citles Service Gas Co. v.
Peeriess Ol & Gas Co, 71 S.Ct 215, 340 U.3. 179, %5 L.

Canstruction and application.—Shawnee Gas & Electric
Cop. v, Corporation Commission of Okiahoma, én Okl 184
237 P. 844; Oklahoma Natural Gas Co. v. Corporation
Commission of Oklahoma, 111 O §, 237 P, 3338, cerdo-
rari denied Phillips v. State of Oklahoma, 4§ 3.CL 32
%715 U.S. 4389, 72 L.Ed. 38s.

Exhausted flelds.—~Nowata County Gas Co. v. Heary
ol Co.. C.C.A.CkL, 263 P, T42.
. Enforcement of gas proration.—Okiahoma Natural Gas.
Corporation v, State, 161 Okl 104, 17 P.2d 48&.
* Orders of commission.—Republle Natural Gas Co. v,
mm ot Okiahoma, 53 S.Ct. 572, 33t U.S. 62, 92 L.Ed.

‘_.irhur and Minerals $DIE, 3%,
: § 241. Enforcement of Act—Hearings be-

fore Corporation Commission.—Any person,
firm or corporation, or the Attorney General,

~ on behalr of the state may institute proceed-

ings before the Corporation Commission, or ap~
ply for a hearing before said commission, up-
on any question relating to the enforcement of
this aet; ! and jurisdiction is hereby conferred
upon saiu commissicn to hear and determine
the same, said commission shall set a time and
place when such hearing chall be had and give
rea.qonabie notice thereof to all persons or class-
es interested therein by publication in some
newspaper or newspapers having general cir-
calation in the state, and shall in addition
thereto cause notice to be served in writing
:Eon any person, firm or corporation, complain-

against in the manner now provided by law
for serving summons in ecivil actions. In the
exercise and enfcrcement of such jurisdiction
said commission is authorized to summon wit-
nesses, make ancillary orders, and use such

-mesne and final process including inspection

and punishment as for contempt, analogous to.
proceedings under its control over public serv-
ice corporations as now provided by law. Laws
1915, ¢. 197, § 6.

‘'t Sections 236-247 of this title.

C.8.1921, § 7925; St.1931, § 11538,

Mines and Minerals €92

2 0xi.Stats. T Official €4.—94
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52 § 245

8 242, Appeals to Supreme Court—Appel-
late jurisdiction is hereby conferred upon the
Supreme Court of this state to review the or-
ders of said commission made under this act.t
Such appeal may be taken by any persen, firm
or corporation, shown by the record to be in-
terested therein, in the same manner and time
as appeals are allowed by law from other or-
ders of the Torporation Commission. Said or-
ders so appealed from, may be superseded by
the commission or by the Supreme Court upon
such terms and conditions as may be just and
equitable. Laws 1915, c. 197, § 7.

1 Sections 236-24T7 of this title.

C.5.1921, § 7928; St.1931, § 11533

Prohibition.—Quinton Reliet Oil & Gas Co., v, Corpo-
ra;.uog (E?gnmusion of State of Oklaboma, 103 OkL 154,

¢ P. 5

Presumptions.—~Application of Jackson, 173 Okl 377, .

68 P.2d 1l0L.
- Minez and Uinerals €92.

§ 243. Corporation Commission—Authority
to make rules and reguiations.—The Corpora-
tion Commission shall have authority to make
regulations fc- the prevention of waste of
natural gas, and for the protection of all na-
tural gas, fresh water, aad oil besring strata
encountered in any well drilled for oil or na-
t=ral gas, and to make such other rules and
regulations, and to employ or appoint such
agents, with the consent of the Govermor, as
may be necessarr to enforee this act.! Laws
1915, ¢. 197, § 8.

1 Sections 226=247 of this title.

C.5.1921, § T927: St.1931, § 11B40.

Validity.—Quinton Relief Oil & Gas Co. v. Corpora-
tlon Commission of State of Oklahoma, 101 Okl 164, 234

. Yines and Mineruls =92,

- § 244. Pipe line companies—Acceptance of
act as prerequisite to right to operate.—Be-
fore any person, firm or corporation shall have,
possess, enjoy or exercise the right of eminent
domain, right of way, right to locate, main-
tain, construct or operate pipe lines, fixtures, or
equipments belonging thereto or used in con-
nection therewith, for the carrying or trans-
portation of natural gas, whether for hire or
firm or corperation, or any officer, agent or
otherwise, or shall have the right to engage in
the business of purchasing, piping, or trans-
porting natural gas, asa public service, or
otherwise, such person, firm or corporation,
shall fiie in the office of the Corporation Com-
mission a proper and explicit authorized ae-
ceptance of the provisions of this act.! Laws
1915, ¢.197,§ 9.

1 Sections 238-247 of this title.
C.5.1921, § 7228; St.1931. § L1541

Mines and Mimnerals &9

§ 245. Mine Inspector—Duties unchanged.
—Nothing contained in ‘his act? shall be con-
strued to interfere with any duties now im-
posed by law upon the Chief Mine Inspector
357 th§e13tate or his deputies. Laws 1915, c.

1 Sections 238-24T of this title,
,C.8.1921, § 7929: Sc1931 § L1543

Mines and Minerals €293.
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Rates and charges.—Oklahoma Cotton Ginners’ Ass'n v.
State, 174 Okl 2?3. 51 P.2d 327; Sims v. State, 30 Okl
254, 196 P, 132, 23 A LLR. 1475.

Injunction against operation.—brost v. Corporation
Commisgion of State of Oklahoma. 49 S.Ct. 235, i78 U.5.,
815, 73 L.EJ. 483, reversing D.C., 28 F.2d 308

Warehoussmen ¢=27.

§ 45. Appeals to Supreme Court.—The or-
ders made by said Commission fixing rates,
charges, rules and regulations as to any person,
persons, or corporation operating any gin or
gins may be reviewed on appeal by the Sugr_e;ne
Court in the same manner, form, jurisdiction
and procedure as apply to such orders made
relative to transportation and transmission
companies. Laws 1915, c. 176, § 5.’

C.S.1921, § 3716; St.1931, § 363L -

Vatidity.—That portion purporting to lavest Supreme.

oart with legisiative authority {3 unconstituticnal.
?lﬂg%mé?Couon Ginners’ Ass’'n v, State, 174 CkL 243,

Effect of statuta.—Oklahoma Cotton Ginners’' Ass'n v.
Stata, 174 OkL 243, 51 P.2d 327. )

Canstruction and application.—Qklahoma Cotton Gin-
ners’ Ass’'n v. State, 174 Okl. 243, 51 P.2d 327; Frost 5.
Corporation Commission of Okiahoma, D.C.Okl, 28 F.2d
Ehﬂ: s:'?.n other grounds in 49 3.Ct. 235, 278 U.S. 515, 73

Warelicusemen §=27,

'§ 46. Regulations—Enforcement of orders.
~In all matters pertaining to the regulation
and control
business of such, the Commission shall have
the same power and authority as is now exer-
cised by it under the law as to any matter
pertaining to the public visitation, regulation
or control of transportation and transmission
companies, and may enforce its orders against
any person, firm, company, or corporation main-
taining or operating a gin or gins, by imposing a
fine against them, or either of them, not ex-

' ceeding $100.00 for the violation of any of its =

orders. Laws 1915, ¢.176,86. -~
C.5.1321, § 3717; St.1931, § 3882,

Canstruction and applcation.—Pannell v. TFarmers

Warehousemen €37 : i .
Partial invalidity.—If it' shall be held

Pniﬂn Co-op. Gin Asa'n of Steriing, 192 OkL 652, 138 P.2d .

§ 47.

that any section or part of a section contained -
in this act?! is void by reason of it being re-

pugnant to the constitution, the failure of such
portion shall not be held to defeat the remain-
;ng portions of this act. Laws 1915, c. 176, §

‘1 Sectinns 4147 of this titla, s =
C.5.1921, § 3718: St.1931, § 3633 . |

Statutes €=64(2). _ )
o ' CHAPTER 3.—0IL AND GAS

e, . -
§1. Off and gos department estabiizhed,

52. Corporation Commission—authority and duties. e

53, Rules and regulations—plugging wells.
54 to 56b. Repealed.

§ 51. Oil and gas department estabiished.—;

The Corporation Commission is hereby empow-
ered and authorized to create and establish an

oil and gas department under the jurisdiction:-

and supervision of the Corporation Commission,

-50-
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and is hereby authorized to appecint with the

approval and consent of the Governor, a chief

oil and gas conservation agent who shall have

charge of the oil and gas department hersin

authorized. Laws 1917, ¢. 207, p. 385, § 1.
C.S.1921, § $013; St.1331, § 3680.

Valldity.—Love v, Boyle, 72 Okl 200, 180 . 705;
v. Howard, 67 Olkl 283, 171 P, 30;
Olkl. 283, 171 P. 30.

Mines and Minerals C>86.

§ 52. Corporation Commission—Authority
and duties.—All authority and duties now con-
ferred upon the Corperation Commission or
other departments of the State government in
reference to the conservation of oil and gas and
the drilling and operating oil and gas wells and
the construction and regulation of oil and gas
pipe lines, are hereby conferred exclusively
upon the Corporation Commission. Laws 1917,
e. 207, p. 385, § 2. :

C.S.1921, § 8014; St.1331, § 3870.

Ordinances.—Gant v. Oklahoma City, 150 OkL 36, § P.2d
1085, 36 A L.R. 7%, followed in 6 P.2d 1071, 150 Okl 52
Appeal dismissed 52 S.Ct. 203, 284 U.S, 534, 76 L.Ed. 512

Mines and Minerals G286, | .
§ 53. Rules and regulations—Pluggzing

State
State v. Howard, 57

~ wells.—The Corporation Commission is hereby

authorized to preseribe rules and regulations
for the plugging of all abandoned oil and gas
wells. The same shall be plugged under the di-
rection and supervision of the conservation
agents of the Corporation Commission as may
be prescribed by the Corporation Commission.
All orders and regulations in reference to plug-
ging wells shall be made after general hearing
as now prescribed by law for the promulgation
of orders by the Corporation Commission.
Laws 1917, c. 207, p. 285, § 3. . o
C.S.1921, § 8015; St.193%, § 367L.

Construction' and appillcation.—Shell Petroleum Coar-
poration v. Blubaugh, 187 OkL 198, 102 P.2d 163; Sheridan
Ofl Co. v. Wall, 137 OKk! 398, 103 P.2d 507.
wé‘ath.ndonmt." Eryan v. State, 133 Okl 213, 271 P.

This section, in effect {rom 1917 until effective dats of
1965 act (52 0.3. §§ 309 to 317) and providing that all oil
and gas wells be ‘“‘plumged’” upon abardorment in ac-
cordance with Corporation Commission’s rules ard rezu-
lations had no application to repiugging or repairing of
Rl‘g ?}d ;5!51813. Minsball v, Corperation Commission, CkL,

Pawers of Commission.—~Atchison, T. & 3. F. Ry. Co.
v. Corporation Commission of State of Oklazhoma. 68
OkL 1, 170 P, 1164 Oklahoma City v. Corporation Com-
mission, 80 Okl 194, 195 P. 498; Planters’ Cot'on &
Gloning Co. v. West Bros.,, 82 Okl 145, 178 P. §55.

Mineg and Minerals E=§4. v

§§ 54 to 56b. Repealed. Laws 1941, p. 464,
§ 6; Laws 1241, p. 220,§ 12,

“Fz'%.m Laws 1917, ch. 207, §§ 4, 5; Laws 1939, p. 58

' ' CHAPTER 4~—~RAILRCAD COMPANIES
CONNECTIONS WITH OTHER ROADS, ETC.

6. Connections between railroad companies—potwers of
Corporation Commission concerning connections.

§2 Commplnints regarding conuecticns, depots, etc.—

' powers of commission regarding comyisints—
conditons of order.

8. Expenses, how borne—determination by Commission
—appeal, ’
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I

" eonstitute negligence per se under this section. Cleary
Petroleum. In‘ci.l v. Copenhaver, Okl, 476 P.2d 327.

"M Mines and XMingraols $90.

' 8§ 297 to 301. Repealed. Laws 1941, p. 163,
5 g3; Laws 1961, p. 433, § L.

ot prom R.L.1910, 3§ 432543291 Laws 150y, op. 432, 434:
T e Al s SR 4 O
2. Subject matter covered by Title 17. Corporation Com-
wmmon- § 53 -

7 ~g 302 Firing oil or gas, or interfering with
= ppliances unlawful.—It is hereby declared to-
#=pe unlawful for any person maliciously to set
- +-§re to any gas or oil escaping from wells, bro-
~ - yen or leaking wmains, pipes, valves, tanks or
 _ other appliances used by any person or corpe-
-~ ration in conveying gas or oil, or to interfere
--.in any manner with the wells, pipes, mains,
-« gate boxes, valves, stop-cocks, or other appli-
__ances, machinery or property of any person or
< " corporation engaged in furnishing gas or oil
" - unless employed by or acting under the author-
- ity and direction of any .uch person or corpoe-
ration owning or operating said gas or oil
lines, or the proper legal authorities. R.L.

~ 1910, § 4330.
. Laws 1309, p. 434: C.S.1921, § 7977; St13L, § 11536.
: iines cnd Xinerals €£=86.

- .- § 303. Penalty for violations.—Any person,
- co-partnership or corporation viclating any of

e provisions of this Article,® ahall, upon con-
_ .ction thereof, be fined in any sum not less
. than twenty-five dollars, nor more than five

hundred dollars, in any court having compe-
tent jurisdiction in the county in which the act
. shall have been committed or omitted, or by
. . being imprisoned for not less than thirty days
. ' nor more than ninety days, or by both such

~ ' _.fine and imprisonment. The amount of said
| . . penalty, when collected, shall be paid, one-half
.into the public road fund, of the county in

which said suit shall have been brought, and
_. one-half to the informer in said action. R.L.
k- 1910, § 4331.
éB.L.J.&lD. ch. §3, art. I, now sections 291-303 of this

e
Laws 1909, p. 434: C.S.1921, { T978; St.l1931, § 11537,

Canstruction. m Oil . Y. . 17 .
2N -—Qkiaken Oil Co. v. Garrett, 171 Okl. 11l

Pingy ©&=80; MHines and Minercls £=98.

§ 304. Repeajed. Laws 1941, p. 218, § L
From Laws 13925, c. 157, p. 248, § &,

< § 305. Well drilling within 100 feet of un-
ot derground coal ming;rroh.ihited.—No well for
oil or gas shall be drilled within one hundred
(100) feet from any mined area of an active
underground coal mine, or abandoned under-
i ground mine connected to an active under-
.- ground mine. Laws 1955, p. 255, § 1.
- Mines and Minerals $08.2%.

¢ . §306. Workable coal beds or seams defined.
©.. —All coal beds or seams thirty (30) inches to
. hirty-six {36) inches in thiciness, less than one:
chouszand (1,000) feet beiow the surface, and all
coal beds or seams more than thirty-six (36)
inches in thickness, less than fifteen hundred

-t
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52 § 310

. (1500) feet below the surface, shall be deemed
as workable. Laws 1953, p. 255, § 2.
Minss and Xinerols &=¢2.25,

(" § 307._ Drilling of weils through workable
seams—Regulations.—Any well drilled for oil,
gas, salt water disposal or any other purpose
in connection with the production of ¢il and
gas, through a workable vein or seam of coal
shall be driiled in such manner as will, if prac-
ticable, exclude all oil, gas or gas pressure from
the coal seam, except such as is found in the
coal seam itself. Each string of casing that is
run through a workable coal seam shall be
seated at least thirty (30) feet below the coal
seam in twenty (20) feet of cement, to form an
effective seal, or the coal seam shall be pro-
tected in such other manner as may be approved
by the Corporation Commission of the State of
Oklahoma. Laws 1955, p. 255, § 3.

Mines and Minersis €044

§ 308. .Plugging.—The owner or manager
shall not permit any well drilled for cil, gas,
salt water disposal or any other purpose in con-
nection with the preoduction of eil and gas,
through a workable coal seam to remain un-
plugged after such well is no longer used for
the purpose for which it was drilled or convert-
ed. Each such well plugged shall protect the
workable coal seam by a2 cement plug extend-
ing twenty-five (25) feet above said coal seam
to a distance of twenty-five (25) feet below the
same or to the bottom of the hole, whichever
is less. Laws 1955, p. 253, § 4.

IHines and Yinercis &=zt

§ 309. Findings and declarations.—The Leg-
islature finds and declares that it is in the pub-
lic interest to protect the waters and lands of
the state against pollution and, for that purpose,
it is necessary and desirable in the exercise of
the police power of the state to provide addi-
tional means whereby wells drilled for the ex-
ploration, development, or preduction of oil or
gas, or as injection or disposal wells, and which
are causing surface or subsurface pollution of
any fresh water or are leaking salt water, oil,
gas, or other deleterious substances upon the
surface of the land, may be plugged, replugged,
or repaired by the Corporation Commission or
under the aunthority and direction of the Cor-
poration Commission, hereinafter called “Com-
mission.” Laws 1965, c. 191, § 1; Laws 1970, c.
217, § 1. Emerg. eff. April 15, 1370,

ines and Minerals SIS et 99,

§ 310. Lesking weils—Entry upon land to
plug, replug or repair—Emergencies.—If after
notice and hearing the Commission finds:

(a) that a well drilled for the exploration,
development, or production of oil or gas, or as
an injection or disposal well, is causing sur-
face or subsurface pollution of any fresh water
or is leaking salt water, oil, gas or other delete-
rious substances onto the surface of the land in
the vicinity of the well; and.
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§ 314. Right of action for costs involved—.
Lien.—Any person who had no obligation 1,
plug, replug, or repair the well but whe does sg
under the provisions of this act shall have 5
cause of action against the Person or persons
Who by law were obligated to Properly plug, re.
plug, or repair the well for the reasonabje cost
and expense incurred in plugging, replugging,
or repairing the well, and shall have 2 lien Upon
the interest of such obligated person or persons
in and to the oil and gas rights in the land and
equipment located thereon. Lawsg 1963, c. 193,

- § 6. Eff. June 8, 1963,

§ 315. Supplemental remedy.—Nothing ip
this act shall relieve any person or persons - th.
erwise legally responsible from any obligztion
to properly plug, replug, or repair a we!l, and
shail not limit the authority of the Commission
+0 require the proper plugging, repligging, o=
repair of the well, but is intended as a supple-
mental remedy when A0ly Derson or persons obe
ligated to do so fail or cannot be made to do so.
Laws 1963, c. 181, § 7. Eff. June 8, 1965.

§ 316. Proceedings.—Al] Proceedinigs under
this act including the filing of applications, giv-
ing of notices, the conduct of hearings and other
action taken by the Commission, and appeals
therefrom shall be in the form and manner and
in accordance with the Procedure provided in
Sections 84 to 135, inciusive, Title 32 0.8.1961,
or any amendment thereof. Laws 1965, c. 191.
§ 8. Eff.June 8, 1965,

§ 317. “Person” defined.—The term “per-
son” as used in this act means any individual,
business association or corporation, partner-
ship, governmental or political subdivision, pub-
lic corporation, bedy politic and corporate pub-
lic authority, trust or any other legal entitr.
Laws 1963, ¢. 191, § 9. Eff. June 8, 1965.

§ 318. Remedia] work—Contracts upon com-
petitive bids.—When . the Commission under-
takes to plug, replug, or repair any well or
wells, as authorized and provided in Title 52 of
the Oklahoma Statutes, §§ 309 and 310, all such
remedial work shall be done by centracts let
upon competitive bids. The Commission shall
not expend from the Conservation Fund or any
other fund in the State Treasury, in anév fiscal .
year, for the purposes herein provided, an
amount of money in excess of the total sum
specifically authorized annually by the Legis-
lature for such purposes. Laws 1970, c. 217, §
3. Emerg, eff. April 15, 1970. i

§ 318.1 Agreement as to compliance with
drilling and plugging regulations—Recovery of
COStS.—Any person who drills or operates any
well for the exploration, development or pro-
duction of oil or gas, or as ag injection or
disposal well within the State of " Oklahoma.
shall furnish on forms approved by the Cor-
poration Commission, his agreement in writ-
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ing to drill, operate and plug wells in compli-
ance with the rules and regulations of the
. Commission and the laws of the State of Okla-
- homa together with his financial statement
" showing his net worth is not less than Ten
" Thousand Dollars (3$10,000.00) within the State
of Oklahoma. Said financial statement to be ,
made current semiannually. The agreement
.shall provide that if the Commission deter-
* mines that he has neglected, failed, or refused
to operate, plug or replug any well or operate
"any facility in compilance with the Commis-
- sion’s said rules and regulations he will for-
. feit or pay to the state, through the Commis-
- sion, for deposit in the State Treasury, a sum
equal to the cost of plugging the well, and
the Commission may cause such remedial work
- to be done, issuing warrant in payment of the
' cost thereof drawn upon the State Treasury
»against the monies accruing therein from the
+ forfeiture. Any monies accruing to the State
+ Treasury by reason of a determination that
there has been a noncompliance with the pro-
visions of said agreement or the rules and
. regulations of the Commission, in excess of
. . the cost of remedial action ordered by the
mmission, shall be credited to the Conserva-
- tion Fund. The Commission shall alse recover
.any costs arising from litigation necessary to
- the enforcement of this provision. Added Laws
11971, ¢. 25, § 1. Emerg. eff. March 22, 1971.
-  Mines and Minerals @=92.55.

8§ 319. Repealed. Laws 1971, c 25, § 2.~
" Eff. March 22, 1971.

\rfrf"; Laws 1970, c. 217, § 4; Laws 197L p. 1015, S.T.R.
" Lates 1971 p. 1015. S.I.R. No. 1 § 1. eff. Feb. 12, 1971,
amended this section to read as rgilm:

“After April 1, 1971, any person who drills or operates
any well for the expioration, development or production
of oil or gas, or as an injection or disposal weil . within

i

. dred Dollars ($2.500.00), renning to the State of Okla-
. homa. Each corporate surety bond shall be executed by
' 4 responsible surety company authorized to do business
*in the State of Okiahoma, and shall he in a form ap-
. Provad by the Commission. [Lach such bond shall pro-
“vide that In any action upon the bond the Commisaion
shall be allowed ts costs, Jtach hond is to be conditicned
that such weil be drilled. operated, and plugged and ali
required forms filed in compliance with the ruies and
regulations of the Corporation Commission and the laws
The bond shall remasin in force and effect
until reieased by the Commission unon findin by the
Commission that the condition of the bond has been
cum:ned with ia all respects. If the principal on the
bond s drilling or operating mors than one lease or
weil within the state. such principal may furnish a bilan-
ket corporate surety bond in a sum not less than Ten
Thousand Dollars ( 10.040.00), conditioned 2s herein pro=
vided, In lieu of an individuai well bond. If a transfer
: of property or well is made, the bond of the tranaferor
, 3hell remain In effect until such time a5 the transferee
.bas furnished a bond as herein required or, in writing
i0 the Commission, has accepted responsibility under his
blanket bond. Any money aceruing to tha State Treas-
‘Ury by reason of recovery under any bond herein re-
Euind shall be credited to the Conservation Fund. The

ommission may accept, (n lieu of a corporate sursty
bond, a deposit of cash, certiflcates of depesit or npego-
Hable securities of the state or federal government In
g?’t less than the amounts above req

. lission, such cash or securities are forfeited to the Com. -
-Mission. Any moneys accruing to the State ury,
By reason of the forfeitures undar this provision shail be
[redited to the Conservation Fund,"
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CHAPTER 5.—INSPECTION

-

321. G.n.scline—-?:emsene—naphtha—mator fuel—>burning
fuel—sale untawrfui unless rulss and regulations
complied with,

322. Manufacturer defined.

323 to 224a. Repealed.

324.1 State Fuel Inspector and other personnel.

3242 Traveling laboratory operators,

124.3 Rapealed,

324.4 Elgibllity of employees—oath and bond.

32¢.5 Repealed.

324.8 Employees to have no other Job, business or pro-
fession,

324.7 Partial invalldity.

325. Powers of Corporation Commission—rules and regn-
lations—specifications,

326. Repealed.

327. Sale of specified liquids, mixtures or combinations
without Inspection.

325. Rules of Procedure,

323. Sale of condemned oils—penalty,

130. Inspections—hind ering—penaity.

33L. Rapealed.

332, Inspention — samples — testing — delivery receptacie
not meeting specifications, locking—reporta

333. Repealad.

334. Interatate shipments,

335. Marks or brands—penaity for failure to erase.

136. lisconduct of inspector—penality.

337. False grade, test or brand—{ailure to perform duty
—penaity,

338. Imitation or alteration of inspector's marks—mari-
Ing uninspected cil=penalty,

33%. Unlawful importation and sale of oil=—penally,

340. Clwil Uability for unlawtul sales.

341 Adulteration—pensalty.

342. Testing of !nfammable liquids—gravity test

343. Recovery of flnes and penaities.

344 Manufacturers and wholesalers—iability for |n-
ferior oil

345. Prosecutions—attorney’'s fee.

346. Selling, using or consuming petroleum products azot
compiying with rules and regulations—tamperag
with sign, locic or seal—punishment.

§ 321. Gasoline — Kervsene — Naphtha —
Motor fuel—Burning fnel—Sale unlawfui un-
less rules and regulatons complied with.—It
shall be unlawful for ¥ny merson, firm or cor-
poration in the State of Oklahoma to sell, of-
fer for sale, use, or consume any gasoline, kero-
sene, naphtha, motor fuel and/or burning oil
manufactured in this state or brought into it
unless the same complies with the rules and
regulations of the Corporation Commission and
the laws of the State of Oklahoma. R.L.1910, §
4332; Laws 1915, c. 96, § 1; Laws 1939, p.

. 381, § 1.

Laws 1903, p. 180; C.2.1321, § 7379; 31931, § 11588,
. Remediai- nature of statute.—Richardson-Gay Co. v.
Ashton, 17 Okl 401, 37 P, 682,

™M af |nspection.—~Hichardson-Gay Ol Co. v. Ashion,

ode
. 17 Okl 401, 87 P. §g2.

Publication of

t general rules and reguiations !n farce, as well as
urure emendinents and revisions. State ex rel. Villines

Y Freeman, Okl., 370 P.24 307.

Inspection =7,

§ 322. Manufacturer defined.—The word
manufacturer as used herein shall mean and
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